[image: image2.jpg]



The Presidency
PO Box 58

Bkara

Tel. (00356) 99440034




e-mail: info@maltatourismsociety.org.mt








VO Reg. No: App-Enrol/152/08
“Bed Night Tax – One Mechanism That Could Improve Tourism Product” (Malta Tourism Society)
With reference to the news that the Government is considering the introduction of a 50c levy per guest night, the Malta Tourism Society would like to express its concern that such a tax may be detrimental to the competitive nature of the industry, unless there is a guarantee that such a contribution by the main stakeholders could be used to improve the standard and level of our tourism product at a national level. We urge Government to consider the introduction of a cost based accounting system that will help in a fair distribution of this contribution to the appropriate areas concerning tourism product development.
Malta Tourism Society would like to see this change in attitude towards a more acceptable tourism product that reflects recent trends and value for money expectations and this tax could be one mechanism which ensures such a change. Perhaps Government could also consider the introduction of such taxes between May and August only,  since this would assist the industry to offer incentives for travel to the islands outside the peak season. We also suggest that other stakeholders who benefit, directly and indirectly from any tourism activity, should contribute to this improvement of a more sustainable tourism product.
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Contact: Julian Zarb (President MTS)
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